
 
 

 

Volume 7, Issue 47 
November 25, 2015 
 
Who We Are  
Faith Fellowship of Lexington is a 
Non-denominational gathering of 
Christians who enjoy traditional 
worship services.  
 
Where to Find Us  
Faith Fellowship of Lexington 
worships in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church facilities at 968 
Lane Allen Road in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Our offices are located 
at 365 Waller Avenue, Suite 120, 
in Lexington. We're at 
http://faithfellowshiplex.com 
on the web.  Click on “Watch Our 
Services Online Now” at the 
bottom of our Website Homepage 
to watch live or archived services.   
 
We Gather for 
Fellowship  
Coffee/Donut Fellowship  
Time:  9:15 - 9:30 a.m.  
 
We Gather for Bible 
Study  

The Pastor’s Pen 

 
by Dr. Bill Turner,  
Senior Pastor 
 
If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead, 
and a place to sleep, you're richer that 75%of the world.  If you have some 
money in the bank, cash in your pocket, and spare change in a dish or a 
shoebox somewhere, you're in the top 8% of the world's wealthiest people.  If 
you survive this week, you will be more blessed than the million people who 
won't.  If you've never known battle, imprisonment, torture, or starvation, you 
are ahead of 500 million people who share this planet.  If you can attend 
worship without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death, you are blessed. 
Millions of people cannot. 
 
     I suspect that many of us would agree with the man who wrote, "I have 
such a fantastic life that I feel an overwhelming sense of gratitude for it; I am 
fortunate beyond words."    
 
     BUT because he chose atheism as the principle to live by, he went on to 
say, "But I don't have anyone to express my gratitude to.  This is a void deep 
inside me, a void of wanting someone to thank and I don't see any plausible 
way of filling it." 

"Look around in your life.  What's there that's good 
and gracious which you cannot earn or deserve? 
 That's God's grace."  
 
     That's an echo from Sunday's sermon, and I hope 
that this Thanksgiving week will give you an 
opportunity to count those blessings in your life. 
 
     You've probably seen lists like this elsewhere, but 
I find this one a good reminder: 
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Adult I Sunday school meets at 
9:30 a.m. in room 8 (Library). 
Living Faith Sunday school meets 
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 2. 
 
We Gather for Worship  
Sunday Worship:  11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Church: 11:15 a.m 
Child care is available. 
 
We’re Looking 
Forward…  
 
November 26 – 27 – Happy 
Thanksgiving!  Church office 
closed. 
 
December 3 – Missions 
Committee Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Church office. 
 
December 5 – Cantabile Vocal 
Ensemble will perform a 
Christmas Concert, “All is Calm, 
all is Bright” on Saturday, at 5:00 
p.m. at the meeting house on the 
grounds of Shakertown.  This is a 
FREE concert open to the public. 
 
December 6 – A Celebration of 
Advent Through Music at 11:00 

     Yes, life has its troubles and struggles - and not every day is sunny.  But we 
live and (sometimes) thrive by the grace of a loving God - to whom WE can 
honestly say "Thanks for the blessings!" 
 
Building Fund Events  
by Catherine Cook 
  
Thanks to Sharon Averitt who  
had the great idea for a craft fair,  
that evolved into a silent auction  
and ended with a bake sale, all to  
add to our building fund.  The  
timing was just right and I must say,  
we have some extremely talented  
folks at Faith  Fellowship. 
 
                                                           The craft fair was held on two Sundays  
                                                           starting with the potluck.  Our crafty  
                                                           people who contributed were Sharon  
                                                           Averitt, Judy Brand, Andy and Ginny  
                                                           Berry, Kinch Query, Susan Skillman,  
                                                           Nancy Strassner, Susan Slusher, and  
                                                           Leona Power.  Ten of the items went into  
                                                           a silent auction that continued through  
November  22.  Gloria Compton made some beautiful handmade baskets filled 
with goodies supplied by Women of Faith and  
Wayne Sullivan.  Leona Power made a needlework  
nativity scene (brought $1000) housed in a cedar  
box made by Bill Wheeler.  She also had some  
other needlework items along with Cathy Anderson. 
Jane Eberwein made some beautiful shell boxes,  

 

 

 



 
 

 

a.m. held at Liberty Road 
Community Church at 2734 
Liberty Road, Lexington. 
 
December 7 – Grief During the 
Holiday Season Seminar led by 
Barbara hull from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
in the Church office. 
 
December 8 – Administrative 
Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Church office.  (Note change in 
date) 
 
December 13 – Special Called 
Business Meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
for the purpose of approving the 
contract between Faith 
Fellowship of Lexington and 
Liberty Road Community Church. 
 
December 13 – Cantabile Vocal 
Ensemble will perform a 
Christmas Concert, “All is Calm, 
all is Bright” on Sunday, at 4:00 
p.m. at St. Raphael Episcopal 
Church on Parkers Mill Road.  This 
is a FREE concert open to the 
public. 
 
December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Service at 5:30 p.m. 

                             and a handmade Kentucky mountain  dulcimer was donated. 
 
                              All ended at the Thanksgiving dinner topped off with a  
                              bake sale.  There were so many  wonderful goodies.  We do  
                              have some fabulous cooks.  Thanks to all who contribu- 
                              ted their culinary expertise.  Your generosity and time is  
                              truly appreciated. 
 
                              The total for all of the events was  $3,100.00.  As Sharon 
said “Pretty amazing for an off the cuff event!!!!!” 
 
We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 
He chastens and hastens His will to make known; 
The wicked opressing now cease from distressing, 
Sing praises to His name; He forgets not His own. 
 
Care Ministers for November 23 – November 29 
   Denny Bonner (278-7505) dnbonner@twc.com 
   Donna Bonner (278-7505)  dctbonner@gmail.com 
   Dr. Bill Turner (859) 548-2093  bturner@lextheo.edu 
 
Care Ministers for November 30 – December 6 
   Carolyn Purcell (859) 335-5226 cpurcellret1998@gmail.com 
   Mary A. Pollock (606) 776-2194maryann.pollock@twc.com 
   Dr. Bill Turner (859) 548-2093  bturner@lextheo.edu 
 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; 
So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
Thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be Thine! 
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December 24 – Church office 
closed for Christmas Eve 
 
December 25 – Church office 
closed.  Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Prayer Requests

 
To add a prayer request, please 
fill out a Prayer Request card that 
can be obtained at the Welcome 
Center; call the church office at 
277-0420, or submit a prayer 
request or update  online at 
http://faithfellowshiplex.org. 
 
We always thank God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we 
pray for you…   Colossians 1:3 
 
Pray for Jan Ross (friend of Nancy 
Strassner).  Jan was on a trip with 
her husband.  On the way home 
they stopped overnight in 
northern Ohio, but Jan had an 

Living Through Grief During the Holidays  
by Rev. Richard Dwyer 
 
     As we enter the holiday season we recognize that feelings of grief and loss 
are easily magnified in our lives at this special time of the year.  Often the 
memories of the past interrupt our feelings of joy as we become acutely aware 
of absence of loved ones.  Faith Fellowship is offering a special time to focus 
on healing of our grief.  Led by Barbara Hull who has years of experience in 
leading workshops and growth groups in the areas of grief and loss will 
facilitate the session that will be held in our church office on Monday evening, 
December 7, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  Barbara will share information on living 
through grief during the holiday season.  We would encourage you to invite 
friends who may be experiencing feelings of grief and loss. 
 

 
 

We all do extol Thee, Thou Leader triumphant, 
And pray that Thou still our Defender wilt be. 
Let Thy congregation escape tribulation; 
Thy name be ever praised!  O Lord, make us free! 

http://faithfellowshiplex.org/


 
 

 

aneurysm, so she had surgery last 
Friday in a hospital in Cleveland.  
She will be in ICU for at least 2 
weeks, then hospital care.  They 
hope when she goes to rehab 
they can move her back to 
Lexington.  Her husband, Tom, is 
there and is staying in a hotel 
while family and friends are 
driving to Cleveland to see Jan 
and support her husband, Tom.  
Please lift up Jan and Tom Ross in 
prayer as God leads. 
 
Pray for the family of J. Ellsworth 
Kalas after his recent home going. 
 
Pray for Susan, age 92, cousin of 
Bonnie Savage who lives in 
Western Kentucky.  Susan had a 
stroke recently and is in serious 
condition. 
 
Pray for Les Anderson as he 
continues chemo treatments for 
Lymphoma.  His doctor is very 
encouraged with his prognosis 
and Les and Cathy appreciate 
your prayers on his behalf. 
 
Pray for Beverly Komara who 
doing better in adjusting to 

The Season of Advent 
by Dr. Carolyn Purcell 
 
     Advent, a season of joyful expectation of the coming of our Lord Jesus, 
begins Sunday, November 29, 2015. How do we prepare for the coming of the 
Christ child?  Not by shopping, eating, or partying; not even by giving gifts. 
We prepare by praying, pondering Scripture, and attending worship. 
 
     During worship on the Sundays of Advent, we light candles in an Advent 
wreath. The advent wreath carries with it many rich symbols. The circle 
symbolizes eternity. The evergreens symbolize life, growth, and hope. The 
candles shine light into our souls as we look inward, recognize our need for 
Christ’s coming, and know the joy of receiving God’s gift of love in Christ.  
 
     Throughout the year in our morning worship service on the altar table, we 
see the lighted Christ candle, representing Christ’s presence with us. During 
Advent, the Christ candle, which sits in the middle of the Advent wreath, is 
first lighted on Christmas Eve. As we anticipate Christ’s coming each Sunday 
during Advent, we light one of the candles in the circle around the wreath. 
Each candle represents a different aspect of our spiritual preparation. A purple 
candle, sometimes called the Prophecy candle, is lighted on the first Sunday of 
Advent and represents hope. The next purple candle, sometimes called the 
Bethlehem candle, represents love. The third candle lighted is the rose candle, 
sometimes called the Shepherd’s candle. It represents joy. The last purple 
candle, lighted on the fourth Sunday of Advent and sometimes called the 
Angel’s candle, represents peace.  
 
     A scripture reading and prayer are associated with the lighting of each 
candle. Our prayer is that this will help each person prepare for the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ so that we may all receive Him in His fullness.   
 



 
 

 

medication and being able to eat, 
but still experiences some 
anxiety.  She sincerely appreciates 
your prayers on her behalf. 
 
Pray for Geaetta Ballard, Liz 
Berryman’s only sister, who has 
had an ongoing battle with 
congestive heart failure.  Liz 
appreciates your prayers on her 
sister's behalf. 
 
Pray for Pat Hill who is recovering 
from foot surgery and is looking 
forward to not using her scooter 
soon. 
 
Pray for Deborah Engelbrecht, 
(Paul’s daughter) who is 
pregnant, but is dealing with 
issues with her pregnancy and 
was admitted to the hospital.  
Paul appreciates your prayers for 
his daughter and grandbaby.   
 
Pray for Gene Strassner who has 
completed radiation treatments 
for cancer of the esophagus.  He 
received a good report from the 
doctor.  He and Nancy request 
your continued prayers. 
 

 



 
 

 

Pray for Pat Bain who continues 
therapy at Cardinal Hill. Pat’s 
improvement is slow, but she is 
going in the right direction.  
Please keep lifting her up in 
prayer, as well as her husband, 
Roger. 
 
Pray for Mary Frances Sehlhorst 
who is currently at Tanbark 
receiving therapy for her back. 
 
 

Soldiers…Faith Afield 
Here are the names of the service 
people we currently know about. 
 

SSGT. Jamen Berry, son of Andy 
Berry 
 

Capt. Ginny Iskandarov – niece of 
Ginny Berry 
 

Elnur Iskandarov – nephew of 
Ginny Berry by marriage 
 
SSGT. Cameron Smith – brother 
of Sean Smith 
 

Airman Benjamin Engelbrecht – 
son of Paul Engelbrecht 
 

Please send Ginny Berry any 
updates on the status of these 

John’s Current View 

 
by John Compton 
                                                                                                         Martha Breland Lester 
                                                                   
“Been There - - Done That - Got the T-Shirt!” 
 

     There’s not much to embellish upon concerning the person about who 
(whom?) (who cares?) I desire to tell you. For example, she taught school for 
more than thirty-five years . That accumulation of years didn’t just happen at 
one lonely one-room school. No, elementary and middle schools in Kentucky, 
Virginia, Florida, New York, and Indiana chipped into for that “GRAND 
TOTAL”! 
 
     Oh yes, she earned her Rank I status along the way.  Also, she did what so 
many young wives do - she worked on her “PHT”!! That’s “Put Hubby 
Through,” so he could achieve his dream, to-wit, become a pediatric dentist. 
Besides her teaching salaries, her earnings included “professional fees” while 
singing as a soloist for Episcopalians, Christians, Baptists, and Christians 
Scientists!!  She loves singing and did so in several musicals over the years. 
 
     It is doubtful, that there exists a video or movie of her performance as a 
Red-Headed Pocahontas in an outdoor production of Bound for Kentucky!! 
Our loss under the circumstances. 
 

 



 
 

 

persons…change in rank, address, 
new assignment…Her email 
address is momb1@twc.com 
 
Current Administrative 
Board for 2015 - 2016 
Ron Reaguer, Chair 
Charlotte Krasinski, Vice Chair 
Mitch Borders, Treasurer 
Patricia Wilson, Secretary 
Andy Berry  
Roger Blair 
Jackie Bondurant 
Denny Bonner 
Kinch Query 
Bob Quisenberry 
Sarah Reeves 
Adam Rudder 
Bonnie Savage 
 
Volunteer Skill Bank 
Contact Information  
 
Monday-Friday  
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.  
Church Office: 859-277-0420  
Other times, call:  
 
Liz Berryman: 859-227-7560 Andy 
Berry: 859-223-8687  
If they cannot be reached, call: 

     My current view can only imagine what fun Harold Lester and his bride of 
fifty - eight years had traveling throughout the U.S. and thirty or so foreign 
countries. Their two children are not only achievers, they are contributors. 
Their son is a Federal Judge in Washington, D.C., and the daughter uses 
her talents as a market analyst for Lexmark.   
 
     Martha told me the secret of directing the children’s choir for over twenty 
years (as well as her school teaching duties).  She says that the secret is to 
“love them, earn their respect - -and love them some more.”  It’s too bad that 
she is a U of L fan! 
 
     Also, Martha went Sky Diving at the age of 80! And Ziplining!  Hopefully, 
she will be the guide for some of us to go Ziplining at the Red River Gorge 
this spring! Look for the Sign-up sheet next Spring! 
 
Women of Faith at Science Hill 
 

 

Our Women of 
Faith who 
enjoyed a meal 
recently at 
Science Hill were 
Vicki Clark, 
Charlotte 
Krasinski, Mary 
Anne Pollock, Pat 
Potts, Gloria 
Compton, Gwen 
Mayes, Annetta 
Barlow, Rachel 
Jones and Liz 
Berryman. 
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Mary Anne Pollock: 859-368-0667 
or 606-776-2194. 
 
Deadlines  
Prayer requests, committee news 
or announcements, and personal 
interest stories should be 
submitted by Noon on Monday 
for inclusion in the next issue of 
The Current. Please send them by 
email to 
norma@faithfellowshiplex.org. 
  
Announcements for the Sunday 
bulletin should be submitted to 
Norma by noon on Wednesdays 
at norma@faithfellowshiplex.org 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left:  Annetta Barlow not only has 
an appreciation for good food, she 
KNOWS how to have a good time. 
 
A little birdie told this editor that “If 
Annetta is around, there WILL be 
laughter.”  I think the little birdie 
was right, don’t you? 
 
Below right:  Rachel Jones – does 
this look like a woman who has 
laughed until she can’t laugh 
anymore?  (Rachel is yet another 
lady who knows how to have fun!) 
 
Below Left:  Gwen Mayes is taking it 
all in and enjoying the day. 
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Thank you! 
 

Besides our offering for God’s 
Pantry totaling $582.50, all of 
our leftovers from our meal on 
Sunday, November 22nd were 
taken to the Hope Center by 
Gwen and Jesse Mayes.  Many 
thanks to them for making the 
effort to deliver the leftovers to 
the Hope Center, who very 
much appreciated our 
contribution.  Thank you to all 
who gave! 
 
 
Also, thank you, Sarah Reeves, 
for providing more pictures for 
our Faith family album!   
 
 

 

 

 Pics from our Thanksgiving Meal – We Gather Together 
for Worship, Warm Fellowship and Fun! 
 

 
 

Above left is Phyllis Budde and Jim and Patricia Host, enjoying the Thanksgiving meal 
together.  Phyllis and the Hosts are also “Pew Buddies” each week.  Above right is 
Sydney Bastin, Margaret Rushing and Phyllis McCarty.  (Love these close-ups!) 
 

  
 

Far right is Les and Cathy Anderson laughing at a  
comment from David Bondurant.  No matter 
what you go through, sometimes you just need 
to laugh.  David is willing and able to provide 
that laughter.  That’s what friends are for. 
 

 

Left is Bonnie Savage and Carol Taylor 
at the Thanksgiving meal. 

  

We love 
the 
pictures 
and 
 
WE 

LOVE 

YOU!!! 



 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

  


